State Ethics Commission
New Regulations Effective Dec. 2010




The State Ethics Commission approved the following new or amended regulations and submitted the regulations to the Secretary of State for publication in the Mass. Register.  

The regulations will take effect upon publication on or before December 24, 2010.

· 930 CMR 1.01, Rules of Practice.  The changes require electronic filing and make other procedural changes.

· 930 CMR 1.02, Statute of Limitations.  The changes repeal the current regulation and implement the new 5-year statute of limitations created by Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2009.

· 930 CMR 2.02, Definition of Major Policy Making Position. The changes exempt persons whose duties are primarily administrative from the requirement to file Statements of Financial Interest.

· 930 CMR 3.00, Confidentiality. The changes allow information to be given to complainants about the disposition of complaints, and clarify when the Commission will release written advice letters.

· 930 CMR 5.00, Gift Exemptions.  The regulations will repeal existing 930 CMR 5.00, and create new exemptions in the area of gifts to public employees as required by Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2009.

· 930 CMR 6.00, Non-Gift Exemptions.  The regulations create exemptions that will permit conduct which would otherwise be prohibited by G.L. c. 268A, §§ 4 to 7, 11-14, 17-20, and/or 23, because the Commission has determined that the conduct either serves a legitimate public purpose, or does not present a genuine risk of a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest, or both.

· 930 CMR 7.00, Governmental Body Definition.   The regulation defines the term “governmental body” for purposes of the prohibition against lobbying one’s former “governmental body” for one year after leaving state service, as required by Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2009.
